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SUBJECT: YEMENI REACTION TO JUNE 27 STATEMENT RE U.S. MIDEAST POLICY 
REF: STATE 149108 

1 . ON JULY 1 1 FOREIGN MINISTER ABDALLAH AL-ASNAJ CONVEYED 
TO ME HIS GOVERNMENT'S "ADMIRATION AND APPRECIATION" 

FOR THE JUNE 27 STATEMENT MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT SPOKES- 
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MAN CONCERNING U.S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY. AL-ASNAI SAID 
THAT SUCH STATEMENTS HAVE GREATLY HEARTENED ARAB MODERATES 
AND HE EXPRESSED HOPE AND PRAYER THAT PRESIDENT CARTER 
WILL BE ABLE TO BEGIN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STATEMENT IN 
THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. 

2. EARLIER ON JULY 9 THE HEAD OF THE POLITICAL SECTION 
IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AHMAD HAYDAR ALSO EXPRESSED 
SIMILAR SENTIMENTS WHILE ASKING ME IF USG WOULD HAVE 
ANY OBJECTION IF THE STATEMENT, WHOSE TEXT I HAD TRANS- 
MITTED TO MINISTRY, WERE PUBLISHED IN THE LOCAL PRESS. 

I, OF COURSE, SAID NO AND THE FULL TEXT WAS CARRIED IN 
THE JULY 10 ISSUE OF "AL-THAWRAH", OFFICIAL YEMENI NEWS- 
PAPER. (A SOVIET STATEMEMENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST WAS ALSO 
CARRIED IN THE SAME ISSUE.) 

3. OTHER EMBASSY YEMENI CONTACTS HAVE ALSO PRAISED THE 
STATEMENT WHILE EXPRESSING SIMILAR HOPES THAT GENEVA 
CONFERENCE CAN SOON BEGIN IN ORDER TO SETTLE THE PALESTINE 
QUESTION ONCE AND FOR ALL. SCOTES 
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